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AIRTEL AIR YAIL - REGISTERED
70 DIRECTOR, FBI (92-3434)(32-5054)

Att: Assistant Director JAHES H. SALE
FEOM:  SAC, SAN FRANCISCO (92-TIWI(¥2-583¥(F)

JOSEPR CERRITO. aka.

(‘J LY
06 San FPrancigeo

/1& GOSA HOSTERA
AR -~ CONSPIRACY
GO: New York
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Fe San Francisco airtel, 3/11/88&, and San Francisec telepucne calle \Q
A .

to Assistant Director ﬁEES #. GALL, 3/20 § 21/88, ;\
, N
Yer cur convarsation, following are the vrasults of contact with f)
San Franciseo infsrmaﬁts and sourcesz reflecting the repercusaions i
from the articla entitl “The Mob” appearing in the ﬁarnh 15 ‘h -
issue of "Life” maaaalua. /
Apyropriate disseminatien of this data will be made to pertinent
offices Ly separats communication.
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DATE: A1- -14-2017 T~ SRCIRR . ’ei, L . /**f '~-J.%-’¥“
SF-92-124
CNH:jab e

On 3/14/68 SF- 2583 C advised tha .a copy of the "L;fe" magazlre RS
contalnugtjm current article concernlng JOE CERRITO was brought .
to the office of the California Cheese Company durlng the. afternoon
. of 3/14/68 and that“§§§¥MARINOudlfcussed the drticle’with. - JAKE »
;MACEK ‘Production Wanager, and EARL&.’MURTY “the new. offlce manager.
K¢. Accordlng to informaht, SAL MARINO- expressed the opinion that the

e\\

article was very unfair~in its attack on- CERRITO and made the .
comment that/he (MARINO) had been in the“rackets for" ‘twenty years, - S R
"had never been arrested and had- never shot anyone. . Informant stated .. |7
that MARINO did not elaborate on. th*s comment, but’ the inference -
was that CERRITO had never been so 1nvolved and was a V1ct1m of an
unjust attack. : B

Informant stated that there was some oomment concernlng ‘the articl es
alluding to a member~of the LCN connected w1th a cheese company in
San Jose and that McMURTY made- the. conment that they were ‘probably
referring to the Priola Cheese Co any. InFormant stated’ that
there was no reaction snown Dy ofners present when McMURTY nade

this comment.

Ny, . S
. r\h‘ ~ ~

'Investigation“of JAMES JOSEPH LANZA»has revealed that ‘he and his:
brother, ANTHONJN%ﬁkL \NZA, retired from‘buslness on 2/29/68 and "f»!f
left thelr former office at_559 Washlnctor Street, San Francisco L” S8
ANTHONY N. LANZA, who is a licensed insurance broke “turned over. -]

is insurance acc0Lnts to Strong and Co., Inc.,\58 Sutter Street, L

ff San francisco, for handling. Accordlng to a PCT, "ANTHONY .told h;m g /o
“he would have a small office at’ the new. location and. he planned Lot o
on going to the office about one or two days a‘week, -unless-he had “

\\\ to handle a special claim. All of” the other matters would be ; "

. handled by employees of Strong ‘and Co. 'No mention was made that

.~ JAMES LANZA would have anything to do with the new set-up. g

Ty

Merchants Exchange Bulldlng, Room 415, telephone number DO.. 2- Qo8u
advised that he had received a call from his ‘client, DWIGHT v,
ﬂ} IRONG, President of Strong and. Co., Inc., who beeame greatly -
“Upset aftep readlng the article in thé March 15th issue of ”Llfe"
agazine concerning "The Mob™, in whlch the name ‘and’ photograph

of JAMES LANZA, San Frar01sco, appear

|
|
{
_ !
P
: f On 3/15/58 Mr. FRANK KILMARTIN, Attorney, 465 Callfornla Street - _w

He said that STRONP ‘advised hlm that since. 2/29/68 both ANTHOVY .

and JAMES LANZA have been at the office most every day and  they j ~

are in and out. When ANTHONY is out, JAMES is in and they. both | IR
~ use the phone freely. STRONG stated that JAMES makes himself at” .
"home, puttlno his - ‘eet on the desk smoklng his c1gar and has the
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and requested that the dlstrlcf attorrey initiate a civil llbel-
action agalnst "Life" maga21ne in-connection with the article
concernlng CERRITO appearlng in the Narch lSth issue of that
maga21ne.«_ o : .

Sheriff PRELSNIK advised that Mr. BERGNA questioned the” source of
some of the allegations set forth in the "article. and wondered S
how a magazine would obtain such information when it is not’
generally available to all” law enforcement agenc1°s,'1nc1ud1ng

" his own office, "

Sheriff PRELSNIK stated thaet he commented to the district attorney
that the article itself set forth that.the *nformatlon, at least
in part, 'had been obtained. by "Life" from some undisclosed source
conriected with President JOHNSON's Commission on Law Enfoncement
and Administration of Justice and suggested that perhaps the
district attorney could get such 1nformatlon from the same source.

Sheriff PRELSNIK stated that Mr. BERGNA did not indicate any
contemplated action in connection with the natter at thlb time.

No effort is belng made to contact BERGNA ccncernwng this matter.
In the event the district attorney contacts the San Jose Resident
Agency concernlng the artlcle, the 1nformat10n will be 1mmed1auelv
f urnished. :

On 3/20/68 SF-2745-C-TE was contacted at his home in Richmond,
California, by SA's RUDOLPH H. MANCINI and RICHARD VITAMANTI,

at which time he related that he ‘had read the article qnd-gald,‘_
"It puts me right in the middle." -Informant adviséd that since.

the article names him p”omlnenfly as the one.who allegedly "bungled" o

the matter with HAROLD SMITH, SR., JOE. CERRITO -and. his "flunkies”
will be looking for a "patsy" and the sole blame- for ‘bringing the
bad publicity to the San Jose family will be.placed’cn his shoulders.
Informant said that CERRITO will not take into account that he

"started the whole mess" with his libel ‘suit against "Life" magaalne{ "

Informant advised that, in addition, he did not tell CERRITO to .
go to Italy and get "fouled up" as he did. ‘Informant advised that

“the facts pertaining to the "Smith matter"” as set forth in the. )
magazine article regarding him were "indccura te." Informang advised
‘that-heyne

ver threatened fo kill HAROLD SMITH SR. ‘Or hig brether,
RAYMCND, de as a result of his failure. to collect the -$100,000.00
or anyc ,»\of it. Informant advised, however, that HARQOLD -SMITH,

SR. did' hrecten to kilr hlm“ﬁf he decmded to "back out" of the
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